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BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

DEPART:MENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the First Amended ) Case No. W204
Accusation and Petition to Revoke ) OAR No. L-2001050096

Probation Against: )
)

CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER )
421 N. Rodeo Drive, Suite 1526 )
Beverly Hills, California 90210 )

)
Psychologist License No. PSY 4502, .)

)
Respondent. )

DECISION

The attached Proposed Decision of the Administrative Law Judge is hereby
adopted by the Board of Psychology as its Decision in the above-entitled matter.

This Decision shall become effective Apri;l 25, 2002 .

IT IS SO ORDERED March 26, 2002 .

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY'
DEP ART:MENT OF CONSU:MER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNLA.-

By ~Lc:L;~~,h'"'"J -
M;;ti~. Gr~g, Ph.D.
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BEFORE THE

BOARD OF PSYCHOL,OGY

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation) Case No. W204

And Petition to Revoke Probation Against: ) OAR No. L-2001050096

)

CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER, )

421 N. Rodeo Drive, Suite 1526 )

Beverly Hills, California 90210 )

)

Psychologist License No. PSY 4502, )

)

Respondent. )

)

PROPOSED DECISION

On February 5, 2002, Vincent Nafarrete, Administrative Law Judge, heard this. matter

in Los Angeles. Complainant was represented by Rajpal S. Dhillon, Deputy Attorney

General. Respondent Charles Nathan Shooster, M;D., was present and represented by James

J. Seltzer, Attorney at Law.

Oral and documentary evidence having been received and the matter submitted for

decision, the Administrative Law Judge finds as follows:

FACTUAL FINDINGS

1.(A) On March 9,2001, the Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation, Case No.

W204, was made and filed by Thomas S. O'Connor in his official capacity as Executive

Officer, Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California

(hereinafter Board).

(B) On February 4, 2002, the First Amended Accusations and Petition to Revoke

Probation, Case No. W204, was made by the Board and filed with Administrative Law Judge

by the Deputy Attorney General without objection.

2.(A) On January 19, 1976, the Board issued psychologist's license no. PSY -4502

to Charles Nathan Shooster (hereinafter respondent). Said license is currently active and

renewed through February 28,2003.



(B) On March 29, 1995, in the Matter of the Accusation A!l:ainst Charles N. Shooster.
~, Case No. W-1, OAH No. L-62579, psychologist's license no. PSY -4502 issued to
respondent was revoked, revocation was stayed, and said license placed on probation for five
(5) years for conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or
duties of a licensed psychologist. In November 1987, respondent was convicted of violating
five (5) misdemeanor counts of filing false sales tax returns in connection with his ownership
and operation of 17 gasoline stations.

(C) On May 5,2000, respondent agreed to have his psychologist's license placed on
inactive status because in October 1998 he had a stroke which affected his vision, he had
closed his practice, and he was unable to practice psychology safely. Respondent further
agreed that the five-year probation his license remained tolled until the Board approved his
request to return his license to active status.

(D) Under condition no. 14 of the disciplinary order in Case No. W-1, OAH No.
L-62579, the Board may, after giving notice and opportunity to be heard, revoke probation
and carry out the stayed disciplinary order if respondent violates probation in any respect.

(E) Under condition no. 6 of the disciplinary order in Case No. W-l, OAH No.
L-62579, respondent is required to obey all federal, state, and local laws and all regulations
governing the practice of psychology in California.

3.(A) On or about May 8, 2000, before the United States District Court, Central
District of California, in United States of America v. Charles Nathan Shooster, Case No.
CROO-148, respondent was convicted on his plea of guilty of violating Title 18, United States
Code, Sections 2 and 1341 (mail fraud and aiding and abetting), crimes involving moral
tillpitude.

(B) As a result of his plea and conviction, the United States District Court placed
respondent on probation for three (3) years on condition, in part, that he participate in a home
detention program for six months, pay restitution of $1 ,800 to Transamerica Medicare in
monthly $100 installments, that he authorize The U.S. Probation Officer to obtain credit
inquiries, tax returns, and accurate financial statements, that he not transfer any asset valued
in excess of $1 00 without approval until restitution had been paid, and that he maintain a
single checking account.

(C) The facts and circumstances of respondent's offenses and conviction are that, for an
undetermined time ending in or about 1998, respondent knowingly devised and participated
in a scheme to defraud and obtain money from Medicare and Medi-Cal by false and
fraudulent means. Respondent submitted false and fraudulent claims for reimbursement to
Medicare and Medi-Cal which falsely stated that he had provided individual psychotherapy
sessions to Medicare and Medi-Cal beneficiaries in skilled nursing and board and care
facilities. In truth and fact, he had not provided individuarpsychotherapysession to them.
Respondent mailed his false and fraudulent claims to Medicare and Medi-Cal and caused
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reimbursement checks to be mailed and delivered to him. The federal criminal information
states Medicare and Medi-Cal paid respondent approximately $417,848 in reimbursement for
false claims he submitted to the public insurance programs.

(D) Respondent's conviction for mail fraud was for crimes substantially related to the
qualifications, function, or duties of a licensed psychologist. Honesty and integrity are
qualities expected of a psychologist licensed by the Board.

4. On or about May 30, 2000, pursuant to his agreement with the Board, respondent
filed a license renewal application with the Board, requesting renewal of his inactive license.
He also disclosed that he had suffered the conviction of mail fraud.

5. Respondent admits his federal conviction for mail fraud. He indicates that he
completed the home detention program for six months and has paid the price of his
conviction.

6. Respondent testified that he prepared and submitted the Medicare and Medi-Cal
claims himself. He states that he over-billed Medicare and Medi-Cal only $20,000 for all of
the four years from 1993 through 1997 not $20,000 each year. When interviewed by the
Board's investigator, respondent stated to the investigator that he did not think there was
anything wrong with his billings or claims and that the scheme was a big misunderstanding.
Respondent states, if he is allowed to practice, he will not treat Medicare or Medi-Cal
patients and will work for a clinic where he will be supervised and not required to prepare
billings.

7. After his mail fraud conviction in May 2000, respondent worked as a staff
psychologist for The Block Medical Clinic of Los Angeles for 14 months. He counseled and
treated patients with work-related injuries for eight (8) -hour days.. He wrote an article on
psychiatric injury. The administrator for Block Medical Clinic states respondent was
punctual, demonstrated a caring and helpful attitude towards patients, and achieved positive
outcomes while dealing with a variety of patients (Exh. A). A staff psychologist at Block
Medical Clinic writes that respondent is an outstanding psychologist who achieved excellent
results and showed exceptional understanding and insight into the psychotherapeutic process
(Exh. B). Respondent left said employment because he had to undergo surgery.

8. About two years ago, respondent suffered a stroke which damaged the retina in his.
left eye and impaired his vision. Respondent has been under the care of a physician. He has
high-blood pressure and a shortened life span. Respondent will be 71 years old this year.

9. Respondent is the sole means of support for his 57 year old spouse and adopted 10
year old daughter. He and his wife together receive $660 each month including social
security income. His wife is also ill with a blood disorder. Respondent wants to keep
working as a psychologist to provide for his family. He has no other job skills other than as a
psychologist. He has worked as a psychologist for-almost 30 years since attaining his
doctorate in 1972.
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10. Currently, respondent lives with his wife and daughter in a 2-bedroom apartment
in Beverly Hills that costs $2,000 per month in rent. Earlier, respondent had lived in a one-
bedroom apartment in Beverly Hills that cost $1,300 per month in rent. Respondent and his
wife own two old vehicles: a 1991 Toyota and a 1993 Plymouth. It was not established how
respondent is able to pay rent on his limited monthly income. He states he has no savings or
investments.

11. Following his conviction for filing false tax returns in 1987, respondent indicates
he lost all of his money and his home from the failed investment in the gasoline stations
venture. Three other persons were likewise convicted.

12. The reasonable costs of investigation and enforcement in this matter total
$2,672.94, as evidenced by Exhibit 3.

LEGAL CONCLUSIONS

1. Grounds exist to revoke or suspend respondent's license pursuant to Business and
Professions Code Sections 2960( a) and 2963 in that respondent was convicted of a crime
substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a licensed psychologist, as
set forth in Finding 3 and 5 above.

. ! 2. Grounds exist to revoke or suspend respondent's license pursuant to Business and
Professions Code Section 2960(n) in that respondent committed dishonest, corrupt, or

, fraudulent acts by filing false Medicare and Medi-Cal claims and receiving reimbursements

therefor, based on Findings 3 and 6 above.

3. Grounds exist to revoke respondent's probation and impose the stayed disciplinary
order pursuant to Business and Professions Code Sections 2960 and 2961 and Condition
Nos. 14 and 6 of his disciplinary order in Case No. W-l, OAH No. L-62579, in that
respondent failed to ob~y all laws by filing false and fraudulent Medicare and Medi-Cal
claims and having been convicted of mal fraud, based on Findings 2 and 6 above.

4. It was not established that respondent is rehabilitated from his mail fraud
conviction or that there were any mitigating circumstances to his crime or failure to comply
with his disciplinary order. While on probation for a conviction for filing false tax returns,
respondent suffered a second conviction for mail fraud based on his filing of false and
fraudulent Medi-Cal and Medicare claims. Respondent's financial hardship and inability to
support his family are not sufficient reasons by themselves to continue licensure.

5. Grounds exist to direct respondent to pay the reasonable costs of investigation and
enforcement of this matter pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 125.3 based
on Conclusions of Law nos. 1 -3 above.

4
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.
ORDER

.The prior disciplinary order of the Board of Psychology in Case No. W-I, OAH No.
L-62579, which revoked said license, stayed revocation, and imposed probation shall be now
enforced. Accordingly, psychologist's license no. PSY -4502 and licensing rights issued to
respondent Charles Nathan Shooster, Ph.D., shall be revoked.

Dated: ~A"..lA. 1- ( UAJ-

,
VINCENT N ARRETE
Administrative aw Judge
Office of Administrative Hearings

VN:rfm

.
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1 DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney General
of the State of California

2. GLORIA A. BARRIOS,
Deputy Attorney General

3 California Department of Justice
--300 South Spring Street, Suite 5212

4 Los Angeles, California 90013-1204
Telephone: (213) 897-2534

5
Attorneys for Complainant

6

7 BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

8 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFOR1~'IA

9

10

11 In the Matter of the Accusation) NO. W-l
Against: )

12 ) OAR No. L-62579
CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph .D. , )

13 421 North Rodeo Drive ) ST1P~TED SETTL~NT
Beverly Hills, California 90201) A}{D

14 ) DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Psychology License No. PSY 4502, )

15 )
Respondent. )

16 )
)

17

18
IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the

19
parties to the above-entitled proceedings that the following

20
matters are true:

21
1. An Accusation in case number W-1 was filed with

22
the Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs (the

23
"Board"), on January 4, 1994, and is currently pending against

24
CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D., (the "respondent").

25
2. The Accusation, together with all statutorily

26 .'..- .'.:'
required documents, was duly served on the respondent on or about

27

1.
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1 January 11, 1994, and respondent filed his Notice of Defense

.2 contesting the Accusation on or about January 14, 1994. A copy

3 of Accusation No. W-l is attached as Attachment "A" and hereby

4 incorporated by reference as if fully set forth.

5 3. The Complainant, Thomas S. O'Connor, is the

6 Executive Officer of the Board of Psychology and brought this

7 action solely in his official capacity. The Complainant is

8 represented by the Attorney General of California, Daniel E.

9 Lungren, by and through Deputy Attorney General Gloria A.

10 Barrios.

11 4. The respondent is represented in this matter by

12 Ronald D. Miller, Esq., 13412 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 250,

13 Sherman Oaks, California 91423.

14 5. The respondent and his attorney have fully

.15 discussed the charges contained in Accusation number W-l, and the

16 respondent has been fully advised regarding his legal rights and

17 the effects of this stipulation.

18 6. At all times relevant herein, respondent has been

19 licensed by the Board of Psychology under Psychology License No.

20 PSY 4502.

21 7. Respondent understands the nature of the charges

22 alleged in the Accusation and that, if proven at hearing, the

23 charges and allegations would constitute cause for imposing

24 discipline upon his psychology license. Respondent is fully

25 aware of his right to a hearing on the charges contained in the

26 ccusa-t,i;on, hi8;..right to confront and cross-examine witnesses

27 against him, his right to the use of subpoenas to compel the

2.
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1 attendance of witnesses and the production of documents in both

.2 defense and mitigation of the charges, his right to

3 reconsideration, appeal and any and all ot~er rights accorded by

4 the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable

5 laws. Respondent knowingly, voluntarily and irrevocably waives

6 and give up each of these rights.

7 8. Respondent admits the truth of paragraph 7,

8 subdivision A, of the Accusation No. W-1, and agrees that

9 respondent has thereby subjected his psychology license to

10 disciplinary action. Respondent agrees to be bound by the

11 Board's Disciplinary Order as set out below.

12 9. Based on the foregoing admissions and stipulated

13 matters, the parties agree that the Board shall, without further

.14 notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following order:

15

16 DISCIPLINARY ORDE.R,

17 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Psychology License number PSY

18 4502 issued to CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D., is revoked. However,

19 the revocation is stayed and respondent is placed on probation

20 for 5 years on the following terms and conditions:

21 1. BILLING MONITQR

22 Within 90 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

23 shall submit to the Board for its prior approval, the name and

24 qualifications of one or more California licensed psychologists

25 whose license is clear and current and who has agreed to serve as

26 bi11~ng moniter. Once approved, the monitor shall submit to

.27 the Board a plan by which respondent's practice shall be

3.
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.1 monitored. The monitor's education and experience shall be in

2 the same field of practice as that of the respondent. The

3 monitor shall submit written reports to the Board on a quarterly

4 basis verifying that monitoring has taken place and providing an

5 evaluation of respondent's billing practices. It shall be

6 respondent's responsibility to assure that the required reports

7 are filed in a timely fashion. The respondent shall provide

8 access to the monitor of respondent's fiscal and client records

9 and shall be permitted to make direct contact with patients. The

10 monitor shall not be the same person as the respondent's

11 therapist. Further, the monitor shall have no prior business,.
12 professional, personal or other relationship with respondent.

13 Respondent shall execute a release authorizing the monitor to

14 divulge any information that the Board may request.

15 Respondent shall notify all current and potential

16 clients of any term or condition of probation which will affect

17 their therapy or the confidentially of their records (such as

18 this condition which requires a billing monitor). Such

19 notification shall be signed by each client prior to continuing

20 or commencing treatment.

21 If the monitor quits or is otherwise no longer

22 available, respondent shall not practice until a new monitor has

23 been approved by the Board. All costs of monitoring shall be

24 borne by the respondent. Monitoring shall consist of at least

25 one hour per month of individual face to face meetings.

26 .~I ," --~

27 II
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.2 Within 90 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

3 shal! submit tQ the Board for its prior approval, the name and

4 qualifications of one or more California certified public

5 accountants whose license is clear and current and who has agreed

6 to serve as an auditor. Once approved, the auditor shall submit

7 to the Board a plan by which respondent's practice shall be

8 audited. The auditor shall submit written reports to the Board

9 on a yearly basis verifying that the audit has taken place. It

10 shall be respondent's responsibility to assure that the required

11 audits are filed in a timely fashion. The respondent shall

12 provide access to the auditor of respondent's fiscal and client

13 records and shall be permitted to make direct contact with

.14 patients. The auditor shall not be the same person as the

15 respondent's billing monitor. Further, the auditor shall have no

16 prior business, professional, personal or other relationship with

17 respondent. Respondent shall execute a release authorizing the

18 auditor to divulge any information that the Board may request.

19 Respondent shall notify all current and potential

20 clients of any term or conditi~n of probation which will affect

21 their therapy or the confidentially of their records (such as

22 this condition which requires an auditor). Such notification

23 shall be signed by each client prior to continuing or commencing

24 treatment.

25 II
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1 If the auditor quits or is otherwise no longer

.2 available, respondent shall not practice until a new auditor has

3 been approved by the Board. All costs of auditing sha_ll be borne

4 by the respondent.

5 3 .REIMBURSEMENT FOR PROBATION SURVEIUANCE MONITORINQ

6 Respondent shall reimburse the Board for the hourly costs it

7 incurs in monitoring the probation to ensure compliance for the

8 duration of the probation period.

9 4. ~~HICS COURSE

10 Within 60 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

11 shall submit to the Board for its prior approval a course in

12 Ethics, which respondent shall successfully complete during the

13 first year of probation.

14 5. COMMUNITY SERVICE

.15 Within 60 days ~-~~::ff:cti::date of this decision, respondent

16 shall submit to the Board for its prior approval a community

17 service program in which respondent shall provide free counseling

18 service to community or charitable facility or agency for at

19 least 20 hours a year for 5 years.

20 6. OBEY ALL LAWS

21 Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws and all

22 regulations governing the practice of psychology in California.

23 A full and detailed account of any and all violations of law

24 shall be reported by the respondent to the Board in writing

25 within seventy-two hours of occurrence.

26 I ,--". ---~- ~~~-

.27 II
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1 7 .QUARTERLY REPORTS

.2- Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of

-3 perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether th~~e has

4 been compliance with all the conditions of probation.

5 8 .SURVEILlANCE PROGRAM

6 Respondent shall comply with the Board's surveillance program and

7 shall, upon reasonable notice, report to the assigned District

8 Office of the Medical Board of California. Respondent shall

9 contact the assigned probation surveillance monitor regarding any

10 questions specific to the probation order. Respondent shall not

11 have any unsolicited or unapproved contact with: (1) victims or

12 complainants associated with the case; (2) Board members or

13 members of its staff; or (3) persons serving the Board as expert

.14 evaluators.

15 9 .INTERVIEW WITH BOARD OR ITS D~IGNEE

16 Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board

17 or its designee upon request at various intervals and with

18 reasonable notice.

19 10 .CHANG~ OF EMPLOYMENT

20 Respondent shall notify the Board in writing, through the

21 assigned probation surveillance compliance officer of any and all

22 changes of employment, location, and address within 30 days of

23 such change.

24 11. TO~G FOR OUT.OF-STATE PRACTICE OR RESmENCE

25 In the event respondent should leave California to reside or to

26 racti-c~- out$ide the State, respondent must notify the Board in

27 writing of the dates of departure and return. periods of

7.
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.1 residency or practice outside California will not apply to the

2 reduction of this probationary period.

~ 3 12 .EMPLOYMENT AND SUPERVISION OF TRAINE~

4 Respondent shall not employ or supervise or apply to employ or

5 supervise psychological assistants, interns or trainees during

6 the course of this probation. Respondent shall terminate any

7 such supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective

B date of this probation.

9 13 .COST RECOVERY

10 Respondent shall pay to the Board its costs of investigation and

11 enforcement in the amount of $ 2,644.55. This amount must be

12 paid in full within 1 year of the effective date of this

13 decision.

.14 14. VIOLATION OF PROBATIO~

15 If respondent violates probation in any respect, the Board may,

16 after giving respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard,

17 revoke probation and carry out the disciplinary order that was

18 stated. If an accusation or petition to revoke probation is

19 filed against respondent during probation, the Board shall have

20 continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period

21 of probation shall be extended until the matter is final. No

22 petition for modification or termination of probation shall be

23 considered while there is an accusation or petition to revoke

24 probation pending against respondent.

25 15. COMPLETION OF PROBAllON

26 pon suc-cess-fu1-completion of probation, respondent's psychology

.27 license will be fully restored.

8.
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1 CONnNGENCY

.2 This stipulation shall be subject to the approval of

3 the Board. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its

4 Order, the stipulation shall be of no force or effect, and shall

5 be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties.

6

7 ACCEPTANCE

8 I have read the above Stipulated Settlement and

9 Disciplinary Order. I have fully discussed the terms and

10 conditions and other matters contained therein with my attorney,

11 Ronald D. Miller. I understand the effect this Stipulated

12 Settlement and Disciplinary Order will have on my Psychology

13 license, and agree to be bound thereby. I enter this stipulation

.14 freely, knOWinglY2'~~~~~~~~:;?f'1lig t 1~~~~~~~f;llY. .I ~- :i15 DATED: ~~ ~;~~~-~-f~~ 9
/~

16 //// J d _//
17 -~ CLt.f;- ~ {1t'~~~~~~~~::---

CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D.,
18 Respondent

19

20 I have read the abov~ Stipulated Settlement and

21 Disciplinary Order and approve of it as to form and content. I

22 have fully discussed the terms and conditions and other matters

23 therein with respondent CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D.

24 DATED: /2 -,z -7Y.

25 2 ./)1726 ;&i' ~ c-""- .I, 6c~ {) J{..~

Ronald D. Miller
.27 Attorney for Respondent

9.
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1 ENDORSEMENT

.2 The foregoing St~pulated ~:~:lement and Disciplinary

3 Order is hereby respectfully submitted fort~ consideration of

4 the Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs.

5 DATED: _Uec.. ~C:;-I \ Cc.-~4.

6
DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney General

7 of the State of California

8 , ~.

9 A. B
Attorney General

10
Attorneys for Complainant

11

12

13

.14, 15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2 6; --:--:- .-.;i: -~--~~ -~~~c_"---

.27
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1 DECISION AND ORDr~R. ()F THE
2 I~OARD 01" PSYCHOLOGY

t~:

3 -

4 The foregoing Stipulation and Order, in case number

5 W-l, is hereby adopted as the Order of the Board of Psychology,

6 Department of Consumer Affairs. An effective date ofM~rch 29,

7 19J2, has been assigned to this Decision and Order.

8 Made this -E-- da , 19~.

9

10
BRUCE W. E R -

11 Chairperson
Board of Psychology

12
Attachment: Accusation

13
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, ... 1 DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney General

of the State of California
2 GLORIA A. BARRIOS

Deputy Attorney General
3 300 South Spring Street, 500-North

Los Angeles, California 90013
4 Telephone: (213) 897-2534

5 Attorneys for Complainant

6
BEFORE THE

7 BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

8 STATE OF CALIFORNIA

9
In the Matter of the Accusation) No. W-l

10 Against: )
)11 Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D. ) ACCUSATIO~

421 N. Rodeo Dr., Suite 15~~ )
12 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 )

Psychology Certificate)
13 No. PSY 4502 )

). 14 Respondent. )
)

15

16
PARTIES

17
Complainant, Thomas S. O'Connor, alleges:

18
1. Complainant is the Executive Officer of the Board

19
of Psychology and makes and files this accusation solely in his

20
official capacity.

21
2. On January 19, 1976, Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D.,

22
(hereinafter "respondent") was issued Psychology License No. PSY

23
4502 by the Board of Psychology of the Department of Consumer

24
Affairs (hereinafter "Board"). At all times relevant to the

25
charge~.prou9ht .herein, said license was in full force and26 .,v ..
effect. 27
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.1 JURISDICTION

2 3. This accusation is brought under the authority of

3 the following sections of the California Business and Professions

4 Code (hereinafter the "Code"):

5 4. Section 125.3 of the Code provides that respondent

6 pay to the Board reasonable costs of the investigation and

7 prosecution of the matter.

8 5. Section 490 of the Code provides that the Board

9 may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee

10 has been convicted of a crime, if the crime is substantially

11 related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the

12 business and profession for which the license was issued.

13 6. Section 2960 of the Code provides that the Board

.14 may order the suspension or revocation of a license of a

15 psychologist for any of the following causes:

16 "(a) conviction of a crime substantially related

17 to the qualifications, functions or duties of a

18 psychologist. ..

19 ". 20 "(n) the commission of any dishonest, corrupt, or

21 fraudulent act. ..which is substantially related to

22 the qualifications, functions or duties of a

23 psychologist or psychological assistant."

24 FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

25 7. Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D., is subject to

26 discipilnai:y.a~tion pursuant to sections 490 and 2960 (a) of the

.27 Code in that he was convicted of a crime which is substantially
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..1 related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a

2 psychologist. The circumstances are as follows:

3 A. On or about November 3, 1981-, respondent -

4 pleaded nolo contendere to five counts of Revenue and

5 Taxation Code section 7152, misdemeanors, filing false

6 sales tax return in Municipal Court of Los Angeles

7 Judicial District, People ~ Charles N. Shooster, Case

8 No. 31369844.

9 B. On or about June 4, 1990, respondent was

10 sentenced to one year in county jail as to count 1 and

11 180 days in county jail as to count 2. Respondent was

12 granted parole for a period of 2 years on January 31,

13 1991.

.14 C. Respondent embezzled approximately 4 million

15 dollars from 1980 through 1985. The embezzlement was

16 the result of his filing false income tax returns from

17 his 17 gasoline service stations located in Los Angeles

18 County.

19 SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

20 8. Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D., is subject to

21 disciplinary action pursuant to section 2960 (n) of the Code in

22 that he committed dishonest acts which are substantially related

23 to the qualifications, functions or duties of a psychologist.

24 A. The facts and circumstances set forth above in

25 paragraph 7 are incorporated here by reference.
2 6 -CII" .~-,. /
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.1 PRAYER

2 WHEREFORE, complainant prays that a hearing be held on

-3 the matters alleged herein and that following said hearing the

4 Board issue a decision:

5 1. Revoking or suspending respondent's license to

6 practice psychology;

7 2. Directing respondent to pay to the Board the

8 reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecution of this

9 matter, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3.

10 3. Taking such other and further action as may be

11 deemed proper and appropriate.

12 DATED: January 4. 1994 .

13 JI / /) -/J_I}-I. 14 J~~ fJ. <V (~U;l--
Thomas S. O'Connor

15 Executive Officer
Board of psychology

16 Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

17
Complainant

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

.27

..
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',"",' 1 BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General

of the State of California
2 KARENB. CHAPPELLE, State BarNo. 141267

Deputy Attorney General8 3 California Department of Justice
-300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 FILED

4 Los Angeles, California 90013 STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Telephone: (213) 897-8944 BOARD.91 PSY.CHQ.LOGY

5 Facsimile: (213) 897-1071 SBAyC.MM~!~ Il'~~q- 20.QJ-.-
~.1~~~ ANALYST

6 Attorneys for Complainant

7

8 BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

9 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

10

11 In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. W204

12 CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER
421 N. Rodeo Drive Suite 1526 PETITION TO REVOKE

13 Beverly Hills, California 90210 PROBATION

14 Psychologist License No. PSY 4502

15 Respondent.

16

17
Complainant alleges:

18

19
PARTIES

20
1. Thomas S. O'Connor ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in his

21
official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer

22
Affairs.

23
2. On or about January 19, 1976, the Board of Psychology issued

24
Psychologist License Number PSY 4502 to CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER ("Respondent").

25
On March 22, 1995, the Board entered its Decision and Order in case number W-1, effective

26
March 29,1995, revoking Psychologist License number 4502 with revocation stayed and the

27
imposition ofa five-year term of probation. Subsequently, on December 1, 1999 a Petition to

28

1
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1 Revoke Probation was filed, which resulted in an agreement that Respondent place his license on

2 inactive status until he was able to resume practice and continue to serve out the remainder of his

8 3 five-year probationary period. At this time, Respondent's license is renewed and active until

4 February 28,2001.

5

6 JURISDICTION

7 3. This petition to revoke probation is brought before the Board under the

8 authority of section 2961 which in part provides that the Board may revoke or impose

9 probationary conditions on a license or registration, as well as sections 2960 and 2963.

10 4. Section 2960 of the Business and Professions Code provides in pertinent

11 part: The board may refuse to issue any registration or license, or may issue a

12 registration or license with terms and conditions, or may suspend or revoke the

13 registration or license of any registrant or licensee if the applicant, registrant, or licensee

14 has been guilty of unprofessional conduct. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but not

15 be limited to:

8 16 (a) Conviction ofa crime substantially related to the qualifications, -

17 functions or duties of a psychologist or psychological assistant.

18 (n) The comrtrission of any dishonest, corrupt, or fraudulent act.

19 5. Section 2963 of the Code states:

20 A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere

21 made to a charge which is substantially related to the qualifications, functions and duties of a

22 psychologist or psychological assistant is deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of1his

23 article. The committee may order the license suspended or revoked, or may decline to issue a

24 license when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on

25 appeal or when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence,

26 irrespective ofa subsequent order under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code

27 allowing such person to withdraw his or her plea of guilty and to enter a plea of not guilty, or

8 28 setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information or indictment.

2
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I 1 6. Section 125.3 of the Code..~~.at,es, ini~~~~art, that the Board may:

2 request the administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or

8 3 violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation

C'-""'" '",,0/,4 and enforcement of the case. ',.

5 7. By order of the Board dated March 22, 1995, and effective March 29, 1995,

6 issued pursuant to a Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order in Case No. W -1, Psychologist

7 License No. 4502 was revoked with revocation stayed and respondent placed on probation for

8 five years. A true and correct copy of the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is

9 attached as Exhibit A and incorporated here by reference.

10 8. In December 1999, a Petition to Revoke respondent's probation was filed

lIon the grounds that he had failed to submit billing monitor and accounting reports, did not pay

12 probation monitoring costs, did not perform community service, and did not submit his quarterly

13 reports. By order of the Board dated May 5,2000, issued pursuant to an Agr~ement to Toll the
.

14 Probationary Period and Place License on Inactive Status in case No. W -1 and W -179,

15 respondent's license was placed in an inactive status due to the fact that in October 1998,

8 16 respondent suffered a stroke which affected his vision and required the closure of his practice..

17 Respondent agreed that because of his poor health, he was unable to practice psychology safely

18 and was eligible to have his license placed on inactive status. A true and correct copy of the

19 Agreement to Toll the Probationary Period and Place License on Inactive S'tatus is attached as

20 Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference.

21

22 CAUSES FOR REVOCATION OF PROBATION

23 (Conviction of a Crime)

24 9. Respondent's probation is subject to revocation for his federal conviction for

25 mail fraud and aiding and abetting, in violation of Business and Professions Code section 2960,

26 in conjunction with sections 2961, and 2963. The circumstances are as follows.

27 A. On or about February 18,2000, in an Information filed in the United

28 States District Court for the Central District of California, in case No. CR 00-148, respondent

8
3
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1 was charged with violation of 18 U.S.C. section 1341 (Mail Fraud)? and 18 U.S.C. section 2 (

c,;: .
2 Aiding and Abetting)

3 B. The infonnation alleged that beginning on an unknown date and

4 continuing through in or about 1998, respondent participated in a scheme to defraud and to

5 obtain money from Medi-Cal by means of false and fraudulent pretensed, representations, and

6 promises.

7 C. As part ofms scheme, respondent lmowingly caused the submission of

8 false and fraudulent claims for reimbursement to Medicare and Medi -Cal. These claims falsely

9 stated that respondent had provided individual psychotherapy sessions to Medicare and Medi-Cal

.
10 beneficiaries when, he had not provided individual sessions to these beneficiaries.

11 D. On or about May 8,2000, respondent entered a plea of guilty to the

12 charges. Respondent was sentenced to three years probation, ordered to pay $1,800 in restitution

13 and ordered to be in an electronically monitored home detention program for six months.

14

15 DISCIPLINE CONsmERATIONS

8 16 10. To Complainant alleges that on or about January 4, 1994, in a prior

17 disciplinary action entitled In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation

18 Against CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER before the Board of Psychology, in Case Numbers

19 W -1, and W -179. Respondent's license was placed on probation for five years, and later placed

20 on inactive status. Those decisions are now final ~d are incorporated by reference as if fully set

21 forth.

22

23 PRAYER

24 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein

25 alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Psychology issue a decision:

26 1. Revoking Psychologist License Number PSY 4502, issued to CHARLES

27 NATHAN SHOOSTER;

-28 2. Ordering CHARLES NATHAN SHOOSTER to pay the Board of

4
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~~ Psychology the reasonable costs of the investiga~onand~~~~cietment ofthis,,~~~.

2 3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

8 3 DATED: March 9,2001.
,."'~!C" ",...' li

4

5

.J~~~ 6 -.
TH MAS S. O'CONNOR

7 Executive Officer
Board of Psychology

8 Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

9 Complainant

10 03598-1-60-LA-OOAD-1684
2Accusation.wpt 1/23/01

11 KC/ic

12

13

14

15

8 16

17

18

19

20 -

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
8
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f =:a== ~.:= ~== ~ ~. ~~:~~~~ l.~- '" 1. DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney ~ener';\l

_",~iC :ii of the State of Call.fornl.a
2. GLORIA A. BARRIOS,

: Deputy Attorney General
3 California Department of Justice

8, ; 300 South Spring. Stre~t, Suite 5212
4' Los Angeles, Call.fornl.a 90013-1204 "".' '"'

Telephone: (213) 897-2534
5

Attorneys for Complainant
6

7 BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

8 DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFO:R1'.'IA

9

.10

11 In the Matter of the Accusation) NO. W-1
Against: )

12 ) OAR No. L-62579
CJ!A'!lT-:.."BS _.SII()()S'}8BR, Ph.D., )

13 421 North Rodeo Drive ) SjjpULATED SKl~JLEMENT
Beverly Hills, California 90201 ). ~

14 ) DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Psycholoqy License No. PSY 4502, ).

15 )--

Respondent. )
16 )

8 )
17

18
IT IS HEREBY STIPUlATED AND AGREED by and between the

19 .
parties to the above-entitled proceedings that t~e following

20
,matte:I;$' are .true:

21 -
1. An Accusation in case number W-1 was filed with

22 ~

the Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs (the
23

"Board"), on January 4, 1994, and is currently pendirtg against
24

CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D.,. (the "respondent").
25

2. The Accusation, together with all statutorily
26 .', required documents, was duly served on the respondent on or about

27

1.

e -

--
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1 January 11, 1994, and respondent filed his Notice of Defense

~": ;\1'\ 2- contesting the Accusation on or, about 'January 14, 1994. A copy

8 3 of Accusatio~ No. W-l_~~_attached as Attachment "A" and hereby

4 incorporated by reference as if fur1y~' set forth.

5 3. The Complainant, Thomas S. O'Connor, is the

6 Executive Officer of the Board of Psychology and brought this

7 action solely in his official capacity. The Complainant is

8 represented by the Attorney General of Californ'ia, Daniel E.

9 Lungren, by and through Deputy Attorney General Gloria A.

10 Barrios.

11 \ 4. The respondent is repre.ented in this matter by

.12 Ronald D. Hiller, Esq., 13412 VentUra Boulevard, Suite 250~
I
I

.13 Sherman oaks, California 91423. l

14 5. The respondent and his attorney have fully

.15 discussed the charges contained in Accusation number W-1, and the

16 respondent has been fully advised reqarding his leqal rights and

17 the effects of this stipulation.

18 6. At all times relevant herein, respondent has been

;; 19 licensed by the Board of Psychology under Psychology License No..
20 PSY 4502.

21 7. Respondent understands the nature of the charges

22 alleged in the Accusation and t~at, if proven at hearing, the

23 charges and allegations would constitute cause for Lmposing
-"

24 discipline upon his psychology license. Respondent is fully

25 aware of his right to a hearing on the charges contained in the

26 ccusa-t.i.on, hi~-._right to confront and cross-examine witnesses

27 against him, his right to the use of subpoenas to compel the

2..-
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j 1- attendance of witnesses and the production of documents in bot~ "'! .~~

1 2" defense and mitigation of the charges, his right to
.

.~,;, .3 reconsideration, appeal and any and all ot~~~_~ghts accorded by

4 the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable

5 laws. Respondent knowingly, voluntarily and irrevocably waives!

6 and give up each of these rights.

7 8. Respondent admits the truth of paragraph 7,

8 subdivision.A, of the Accusation No. W-l, and agrees that

9 respondent has thereby subjected his psychology license to

10 discipli~ary action. Respondent agrees to be bound by the

11 Board's Disciplinary Order as set out below.

12 9. Based on the foregoing admissions and stipulated

13 matters, the parties ag;ree that the Board shall, without further

14 notice or fo~l proceeding, issue and enter the followinq order:

15

8 16 DISCIPLINARY ORDD

17 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Psychology License number PST

18 4502 issued to CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D., is revoked. However,

19 the revocation is stayed and respondent is place~ on probation

20 for 5 years on the following terms an~ conditions=

21 1. BILLING MONrrQR -

22 Within 90 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

23 shall submit to the Boar;d for its prior approval, the name and

24 qualifications of one or more California licensed psychologists

25 whose license is clear and current and who has agreed to serve as

26 bill-inq Moniter. Once app_r~~e_d, t~~ monitor. shall submit to

27 the Board a plan by which respondent's practice shall be.

e 3.

----
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L monitored. The monitor' s educat~.8n ~~, experience shall be in

) 2- the same field of practice as that of the respondent. The

8 3 monitor shall submit written rep~rts to the Board on a quarterly
"~' ~ .11"",,'\~i4 basis verifying that monitoring has taken place and providing an

5 evaluation of respondent's billing practices. It shall be

6 respondent's responsibility to assure that the- required reports

7 are filed in a timely fashion. The respondent shall provide

8 access to the monitor of respondent's fiscal and client records

9 and shall be permitted to make direct contact with patients. The

10 monitor shall not be the same person as the respondent's

11 therapist. Further, the monitor shall have no prior business,.
12 professional, personal or other relationship with respondent.

13 Respondent shall execute a release authorizinq the monitor to

14 divulge any information that the Board may request.

15 Respondent shall notify all current and potential

tt 16 clients of any term or condition of probation which will affect

17 their therapy or the confidentially of their records (such as

18 this condition which requires a billing monitor).- Such

19 notification shall be signed by each client prio.iP to continuing

20 or commencing treatment.

21 If the monitor quits or is otherwise no longer

22 available, respondent shall not practice until a new monitor has

23 been approved by the Board. All costs of monitoring shall be

24 borne by the respondent. Monitoring shall consist of at least

25 one hour per month of individual face to face meetings.

26 41 .-.,.. :;'0"_- c 27 II

8 , 4. -
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"", ; ;.i " 2. AUDI~ "~ ,r " ,Ii! '~c .,' '" '..
" 2 Within 90 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

8;" ~ -~-~~~~ ~ubm~ t _t,Q the Board for i ts pri~~~ approval, the name and i_.

4 qualJ.fJ.catJ.ons of one or more California certified public

5 accountants whose license is clear and current and who has agreed

6 to serve as an auditor. Once approved, the auditor shall submit

7 to the Board a plan by which respondent's practice shall be

8 audi ted. The auditor shall submit written reports to the Board

9 on a yearly basis verifying that the audit has taken place. It

10 shall be respondent's responsibility to as8ure that the required

11 audits are filed in a timely fashion. Tbe respondent shall

12 provide access to the auditor of respondent's fiscal and client

13 records and shall be permitted to make direct contact with

14 patients. The audito~ shall not be 'the same person as the

\ 15 respondent's billing monitor. Further, the auditor shall have no

8, 16 prior business, professional, personal or other relationship with

11 respondent. Respondent shall execute a release authorizing the

18 auditor to divulge any information that the Board may request.

19 Respondent shall notify all current anQ potential

20 cl,ients of any term or conditi!:'n of probation which will affect

21 their therapy or t~e confidentially-of their records (such as

22 this condition which requires an auditor). Such notification

23 shall be signed by each client prior to continuing or commencing

24 -treatment.

25 II
26 41 """-.. ~ '. ~.. :i,~i.-- --

27 II
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+ If the auditor quits or ~~ otherwLse no longer
~; ~~"."~c ~ .tG,ji 'c '~".":'9'! '~~~",;~I"
2. available, respondent shall not pr~cti'ce u~tii a new auditor has

8: 3 been approved by the Board. .~~ cost,s ~f auditing s~~ll be borne

-~'--, "~ .4 by the respondent. "..~'~... '."'"~~. .

5 3 .BElMBURSEMENT FOR PROBATION SURYm~CE MONITORIN~

6 Respondent shall reimburse the Board for the hourly costs it

7 incurs in monitoring the probation to ensure compliance for the

8 duration of the probation period.

9 4. ETHICS COURSE

10 Within 60 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

11 8h~1 submit to the Board for its prior approval a course in

12 Ethics, which respondent shall successfully complete during the

13 first year of probation.

14 5. COIIKtJRITY SERVICE

15 Within 60 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent

8 16 shall submit to the Board for its prior approval a cOJlDD:unity

17 service program in which respondent shall provide free counseling

18 service to community or charitable facility or agency for at

19 least 20 hours a year for 5 years. .

20 6. OBEY ALL LAWS

21 Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws and all

22 regulations governing the practice of psychology in California.

23 ~ full and detailed account of any and all violations of law

24 shall be reported by the respondent to the Board in writing

25 within seventy-two hours of occurrence.

26 " .1 -~~~ .O".'::" -.

27 II

6.
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'..~.~. ,. I~ 7. QUARTERLY REPORTS

i 2' Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations under penalty of

.~, perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether_~e has

4 been compliance with all the conditions of pr;'bation. '"

5 8 .SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM

6 Respondent shall comply with the Board's s.urveillance program and

7 shall, upon reasonable notice, report to the assigned District

8 Office of the Medical Board of California. Respondent shall

9 contact the assigned probation surveillance monitor regarding any

10 questions specific to the probation order. Respondent shall not

11 have any unsolicited or unapproved contact with: (1) victims or

12 complainants associated with the case; (2) Board members or

13 members of its staff; or (3) persons serving the Board as expert

14 evaluators.

15 9 .INTERVIEW wrm BOARD OR rI'S DglGNEE

16 Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board

17 or its designee upon request at various intervals and with

18 reasonable notice.

19 10 .CHANGE§ OF EMPLOYMENT

20 R,espondent shall notif~! the Board in writing? through the

21 assigned probation surveillance compliance officer of any and all

22 changes of employment, location, and address within 30 days of

23 .such change.

24 11. IOLLING FOR OUT-OF-STATE PRACflCE OR RESillENCE

25 In the event respondent should leave California to reside or to

26 ractrc~outside the State, respondent must notify the Board in

27 writing of the dates of departure and return. Periods of

7.

..,... -, "j,
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1 residency or practice outside Cal~f{?;~k~I~~.jot apply to the

..2 reduction of this probationary period.

..3 12 .WPLOYMENT AND SUPERVI~ION Of ,~~ ~ i
,. .,',. "" .a31~' '(4 Respondent shall not employ or sup~rVi;e' 0;" apply to ..employ or

5 supervise psychological assistants, interns or trainees during

6 the course of this probation. Respondent shall terminate any

7 such supervisorial relationship in existence on the effective

8 date of this probation.

9 13 .COST RECOVERY

10 Respondent shall pay to the Board its costs of investigation and

11 enforcement in the amount of $ 2,644. SS. 'rhis amount must be

12 paid in full within 1 year of the effective date of this

13 decision.

14 14. VIOLATION OF PROBATION

15 If respondent violates probation in any respect, the Board may,

tt 16 after giving respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard,

17 revoke probation and carry out the disciplinary order that was

18 stated. If an accusation or petition to revoke probation is

19 £iled against respondent during probation, the Bpard shall have

20 continuing jurisd_l.ction until the matter is final" and the period

21 of probation shall be extended unti~ the matter is final. No

22 petition for modification or termination of probation shall be

23 .considered while there is an accusation or petition to revoke

24 probation pending against respondent.

25 15. CO~LImON OF PROBAllON

26 pon suc-cess-fu-l-. completion of probation, respondent's psychology

27 license will be fully restored.

.8.
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1 CONTINGENCY
."c",.,!.!

2 This stipulation shall be subject to the approval of

8 3 the Board. If ~e Board fails to adopt this stipulation as_..i.ts

4 Order, the stipulation shall be of no force or effect, and shall

5 be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties.

6

7 ACCEPTANCE
-

8 I have read the above Stipulated Settlement and

9 Disciplinary Order. I have- fully discussed the terms and

10 conditions and other matters contained therein with my attorney,

11 Ronald D. Killer. I understand the effect this Stipulated

12 Settlement and Disciplinary Order will have on my Psychology -

13 license, and agree to be bound thereby. I enter this stipulation

14 freely, knowingl :... I

15 DATED: .It/- 77

8 16 ..1/'

17 ,
CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph .D. ,

18 Respondent

19 .

20 I have read the abov~ Stipulated Settlement and

21 Disciplinary Order and approve of it as to form and content. I

22 have fully discussed the terms and conditions and other matters

23 -therein with respondent CHARLES N. SHOOSTER, Ph.D.

24 DATED: /2 -Il -7,£/.

25---7 ,/7
26 -~ ~ ~- ,6c~ {J ic.@L Ronald D 0- Miller

27 Attorney for Respondent

8 9.
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, 2 The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary

4It 3 Order is hereby respectfully submi:~~~);;:~ii~~onSid~ration of

4 the Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs.

5 DATED: -_\)ec.. ~S-, \ ~~4.

6
DANIEL E. LUNGREN, Attorney General

7 of the State of California

8 , ~.

9 A.
Attorney General

10
Attorneys for Complainant

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 .

20

21 .

22

23

24

25

26 ' ;
;.

27

10.
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i ; 1 DECISION AND ORDER
' ()F THE

2 BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

8 3 -

"c~j.4 The foregoing Stipulation and Order, in case number

5 W-l, is hereby adopted as the Order of the Boa~d of Psychology,

6 Department of Consumer Affairs. An effective date of March 29

7 19~, has been assigned to this Decision and Order.

8 Made this ! RiICE"W'~~~~~~~~= ~ day of March, 19-.9..?
9

10
BRUCE. -.., h.. , ~11 Chairperson
Board of Psychology

12 .

Attachment: Accusation
13.
14

15

8 ~ 16

17

18

19 .

20 1

1 -
II

21 I'
,;

.1:

22 '!..
Ii

23 ~

Ii
24.ij

25 II
II

25 r!
:1!.

27 II
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1 DANIEL E. LUNGRBN, Attorney General.

of the State of California ,j~ii:,t:~i;.V; .
! 2 GLORIA A. BARRIOS

Deputy Attorney General
8 3 30Q_~outh Spring Street, 500-North

Los Angeles, California 90013" .
4 Telephone: (213) 897-2534 ~.. ..,~1!i! "c

5 Attorneys for Complainant

6
BEFORE THE

7 BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

8 STATE OF CALIFORNIA

9
.In the Matter of the Accusation) No. W-l

10 Against: )
)11 Charles N. Shoo8ter, Ph.D. ) ACCUSATION

421 N. Rodeo Dr., Suite 15,at, )
12 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 )

Psychology Certificate )
13 No. PSY 4502 )

)14 Respondent. )
15 )

8 16
17 PAR~IES

Complainant, Thomas S. O'Connor, alleges:
18

1. Complainant is the Executive Officer of the Board
19

of Psychology and makes and files this accusation. solely in his
20

official capacity. ~
21

2. On January 19, 1976, Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D.,
22

(hereinafter "respondent") was issued Psychology License No. PSY
23

4502 by the Board of Psychology of the Department of Consumer
24

Affairs (hereinafter "Board"). At all times relevant to the
25

charge~~_prouqht herein, said license was in full force and
26 .;i: .,..-

effect.
27

18 -
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1 JUR.ISDICTIO~

'2 3. This accusation is brought under the authority of

18 3 the following sections of the California Business and professions

4 Code (hereinafter the "Code/):

5 4. Section 125.3 of the Code provides that respondent

6 pay to the Board reasonable costs of the investigation and

7 prosecut~on of the matter.

8 5. Section 490 of the Code provides that the Board

9 may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee

10 has been convicted of a crime, if the cr~ is substant~ally

11 related to the qual~ficat~ons, functions, or duties of the

12 business and profession for which the license was issued.

13 6. Section 2960 of the Code provides that the Board

14 may order the suspension or revocation of a license of a

15 psychologist for any of the followinq causes:

tt 16 .(a) conviction of a crime substant~ally related

17 to the qualifications, functions or duties of a

18 psychologist 0 ..

19 " .

20 "(n) the commission of an: dishonest, corrupt, or

I21 fraudulent act. ..which is substantially related to

22 the qualifications, functions or duties of a

23 psychologist or psychological assistant. II

24 FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

25 7. Charles N. Shooster, Ph.D., is subject to

26 discipiinai:y-a~tion pursuant to sections 490 and 2960 (a) of the

27 Code in that he was convicted of a crime which is substantially

18 -
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"~:;~;; 1 related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a f~" .('

r 2 psychologist. The circumstances are as follows:~;;~~. 

3, A. On or about November 31.,-;--.1,98--7-,- respondent-
;~:.'~." '.. ,-!j

4 pleaded nolo contendere to five counts of Revenue and

5 Taxation Code section 7152, misdemeanors, filing false

6 sales tax return in Municipal Court of Los Angeles

7 Judicial District, Peo~le ~ Charles N. Shooste~, Case

8 No. 31369844.

9 B. On or about June 4, 1990, respondent was

10 sentenced to one year in county jail as to count 1 and

11 180 days in county jail as to coUnt 2. Respondent was

12 granted parole for a period of 2 years on January 31,

13 1.991.

14 C. Respondent embezzled approximately 4 million

15 dollars from 1980 through 1985. The embezzlement was

8 16 the result of his filing 'false income tax returns from

11 his 17 gasoline service stations located in Los Angeles

18 County.

19 SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION .

20 8. Charles 1\1. Shooster, Ph.D., is s'ubject to

21 disciplinary action pursuant to section 2960 (n) of the Code in

22 that he committed dishonest acts which are substantially related

23 to the qualifications, functions or duties of a psychologist.

24 A. The facts and circumstances set forth above in

25 paragraph 7 are incorporated here by reference.
26 -~ -~,- /

27 /
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,if 1 PRAYER
...

2 WHEREFORE, complainant prays that a hearing be held on

...3 the matters alleged herein and ~at f,o*~lowing said hearing the

4 Board issue a decision:

5 1. Revoking or suspending respondent's license to

6 practice psychology;

7 2. Directing respondent to pay to the Board the

8 reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecution of this

9 matter, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3, i

10 3. Taking such other and further action as may be

11 deemed proper and appropriate.

12 DATED: January.4. 1994.

13 /"\

14 J~1J).'ttl(J~' tJ ~u~ ~-
Thomas S. O'Connor

15 Executive Officer
Board of Psychology

8 16 Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

17
Complainant

18

19 .

20- t
cc~ I

21 i
I
I

i22 i
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i23 !
i
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1 ~n.L LOCKYER, Attorney General '. ..of the State of California ~~, "'"

2 WRIAN K. PANTON, State Bar No. 64459
Deputy Attorney General

3 California Department of Justice
300 South Spring Street, Suite 5212 .,:' ~;..j;..,

4 Los Angeles, California 90013-1233
Telephone: (213) 897-6593
Fax: (213) 897-1071

6 Attorneys for Board of Psychology

7
BEFORE THE

8 .BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUl\.fER AFFAIRS

9 STATE OF CALIFORNIA

10

fu the Matter of the Accusation Against: ) Case No. W-l; W-179
) ..

12 CHARLES SHOOSTER, Ph.D. ) AGREE:MENT TO TOLL THE
9191 BUrton Way ) PROBAnoN:ARy PERIOD AND

13 Beverly Hills, CA 90210 ) PLAciLICENSE ONfflACTIVE
) STATUS

14 Psychologist License No. PSY 4502, )
)

15 Respondent. )
)

16

1'J .

18 IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to

19 this proceeding as follows:

20 1. Thomas S. O'Connor is the Executive Officer of the Board of Psychology

21 (hereinafter "Board") who initiated the proceeding in Case No. W -1 solely in his official capacity

22 and is represented in this matter by Bill Lockyer, Attorney General of the State of California, by

Adrian K. Panton, Deputy Attorney General.

2. On or about January 19, 1976, Psychology License No. 4502 was issued

25 by the Board to Charles Shooster, Ph.D. (hereinafter "respondent"). On March 22, 1995, the

26 Board entered its Decision and Order in Case No. W-l, effective March 29,1995, revoking

27 Psychology License number 4502 with revocation stayed and the imposition of a five-year term

1.

,
I
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.
~ ~ 1 probation. This license expired on February 28, 199~ and has not been renewed.

...
2 3. In October 1998, respondent suffered a stro~e which affected his vision

., 3 ,~d required the closure of his practice. Respondent agrees ~at because of his poor health, he is

~ ,..~.. " .,.",~. '-"4 unable to practi,ce psychology safely and is eligible to have his license placed on inactive sta~s. " ,'\

5 4. Respondent agrees that by May 15, 2000, he will submit to the Board an

6 application to have Psychology License number 4502 placed on inactive status. Respondent

7 further agrees that the license shall remain on inactive status until such time that the Board

8 ap~roves a request by respondent that his psychology license be returned to active status. The

9 Board will not approve any request by respondent for the return of his license to active status

10 unless the request is accompanied by a written statement from a physician and surgeon licensed

11 to practice medicine in the State of California establishing that respondent's medical condition,
12 does not affect his ability to practice psychology safely.

l3 5. Respondent agrees that the five-year period of probation imposed by the

14 Board in the Decision and Order in Case No. W-l, is tolled from October 1,1998, and shall

15 remain tolled until such time that the Board approves a request by respondent that his psychology

1.6 license be returned to active status. Respondent understands that the period during which his -

17 psychology license is tolled, that is from October 1, 1998 until the date the Board approves the

18 return of the license to active status, is not counted in the computation of the five-year

19 probationary period which became effective Match 29, 1995.

20 6. Respondent enters this agreement freely, vol:untarily, intelligently, and

21 with the knowledge and understanding of each of the terms herein contained.

22

23

24

25 I I

26 f f

27 f I
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1 .~CCEPT AN~ -;;:".;, .

2 I hate carefully read and understand the above Agreement to Toll the

.3 ffobationary Period. and Place License on fuactive S~~~!4i.~5~~~,4 the effect this agreement

4 will have on my Psychology License and agree to be bound thereby. I enter into this Agreement

5 to Toll the Probationary Period and Place License on fuactive Status lmowingly, voluntarily,

6 freely and intelligently.

7
..

DATED ."'..'.8 '.. '(' -~'. (.
~. ~. y .' .

9 //~~,: r:- 1:/ -:' /'.;
/./ / '.'"' /: .",/ /,r,\ .,t'-/ ..-~"t.

10 ~~~~§~ ';;,' ~1f,/_~ :,r.. ..( ~4_-

Charles Shooster, Ph.D. I
11 Respondent

~
12

13 ENDORSEMENT

14 The foregoing Agreement to Toll the Probationary Period and Place License on

15 Inactive Status is hereby respectfully submitted for consideration of the Executive Officer or his

8 16 designee, Board of Psychology, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California. -

17

18 DATED:1-~7- ~.

19 BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
of the State of California

20

21 ~~- r&. ..b
22 Adrian K. Panton

Deputy Attorney General
23

Attorneys for Board of Psychology
24

i 25
I
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APPROVAL .-~ ._= c.

2 The foregoing Agreement to Toll the Probationary Period and Place Litense on

.3 "active Status in Case No. W -1 is hereby approved. t': 1 '",', , ';;:~:1

4 Madethis~dayof- May~, 2000.

5 "",""\ /"1

,.,16 '~/.
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